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We've heard that City hall has been receiving some vocal opposition to legalizing backyard
chickens. To counter this we've started a petition for those who want to show their support.
We've included a comments field to strengthen the collective supportive voice. Also, any
individual letters that make their way to the mayor and council will strengthen the cause even
more.

Letters can be sent to: mayorandcouncil@vancouver.ca

The petition can be signed here: http://www.chickensinvancouver.com/sign-the-petition

Spread the word!

April 18th, 1:30 pm a the BC Legislature in Victoria

Are you concerned about the future of farming in BC, and about our food quality

and food security? If so, please attend a major rally in support of agriculture,

1:30 pm, Saturday, April 18, at the BC Legislature. Send a message to all

politicians during the election campaign: farms & farmers count! Urgent issues:

decline of agriculture in BC, lack of support for local food production,

unaffordable farm land, vanishing meat processing capacity, erosion of ALR.

We need farms, now farms need us! For more information, please visit the

2009 Farms, Farmers, and Food Security Rally Blog: http://2009foodsecurityrally.blogspot.com/

Here, you can RSVP for the rally, find rally updates, read more details about the policy changes we want to
rally around, and have an opportunity to express the agricultural policy issues that matter the most to you.
Contacts: Jordan Marr: jordan.marr@gmail.com or Tom Henry: tomhenry@smallfarmcanada.ca

Have you been watching the 100 Mile Challenge on The Food Network (Sundays at
5pm)? If you have and you're ready to create a 100 Mile dish, Cranberry Commons
is hosting a 100 Mile Potluck! When: April 18th @ 5:30 p.m. Where: Cranberry
Commons Cohousing Community at 4272 Albert Street, Burnaby. Join us for a
potluck dinner exploring foods grown and produced within 100 miles of Vancouver.
Enjoy the meal and conversation, then watch the film “Food Fight” about food
security. To download the poster, visit FarmFolk/CityFolk’s Events web-page
http://www.ffcf.bc.ca/NewSiteFiles/events.html

In partnership with UBC Farm, Barbara-Jo's Books to Cooks is pleased to announce a Saturday afternoon
presentation and book signing with author, Michael Pollan. At this fundraiser for UBC Farm, Michael will share
his manifesto for eating: "Eat food. Not too much. Mostly Plants." He will also be available to sign copies of In
Defense of Food. This exciting afternoon includes a signed copy of In Defense of Food, guided tours of UBC Farm
with live music and entertainment. All are encouraged to bring a picnic lunch and a blanket to sit on. Tickets to

this rain or shine event are $45 (includes GST) and are sold exclusively through Barbara-Jo's Books to Cooks.
http://www.bookstocooks.com




When using the terms BC Grown, BC Product, or BC Made, you need to follow the guidelines outlined in the Buy
BC program: http://www.bcac.bc.ca/buybc/products.html

BC grown: Food, fish, beverages or agricultural products which are 1009 grown, caught, or raised in British
Columbia.

BC product: Processed food, fish, beverages or agricultural products that are made with a majority of raw
materials (by composition) which are grown, caught or raised in BC; and are processed and packaged in the
province with 519% or more of the direct cost of producing the product in its final form (direct labour, raw
materials, processing and packaging) originating in British Columbia.

BC made: Processed food, fish, beverages or agricultural products that are made with a majority of raw
materials (by composition) which are not grown, caught or raised in BC; and are processed and packaged in the
province with 519% or more of the direct cost of producing the product in its final form (direct labour, raw
materials, processing and packaging) originating in British Columbia.

Products made in BC that do not have a majority of ingredients from BC may be labelled Manufactured in BC or
Processed in BC. For Product of Canada regulations, visit the CFIA website at:
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/fssa/labeti/inform/prodcane.shtml

“Rice is a daily food for half of the world’s population. Genetically Engineered (GE)
rice, however, is a threat to our health, our agriculture and our biodiversity.”
Greenpeace adds, “Although it's got an EU focus - if the EU decides to import GE
rice this will spur planting in many parts of the world.” www.greenpeace.org/rice

The Post Carbon Institute (Sebastopol, California) in conjunction with the UK’s Soil

.- Association have recently published a new report on creating a post carbon food
THE FOOD & FARMING system. The first paragraph of the report’s summary: “The American food system rests
TRANS]TION on an unstable foundation of massive fossil fuel inputs. It must be reinvented in the

SR S face of declining fuel stocks. The new food system will use less energy, and the energy
it uses will come from renewable sources. We can begin the transition to the new
system immediately through a process of planned, graduated, rapid change. The
unplanned alternative-reconstruction from scratch after collapse-would be chaotic and
tragic.” You can read the full summary or download the entire report here:
http://www.postcarbon.org/food

In 2008, the Vancouver Food Policy Council embarked upon a two-year

Food Secure Vancouver Study to identify, review and analyze key factors

that are required to support and enhance Vancouver's food security. We

struck a committee to identify the key determinants of food security, denote benchmarks, and recommend
strategic priorities and policies to be considered by the City of Vancouver to assist with achieving food
security. To read the report, visit the VFPC website: http://www.vancouverfoodpolicycouncil.ca
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